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From the Pastor’s Desk…..

Back row, left to right: Fr. James Cascione, Fr. Joseph Hung Duc Tran, Fr. Norman Bennett, 
Fr. James Gilmour, Fr. Francis Skelly, Fr. Michael Cunningham, Fr. Joseph Lu

Front row, left to right: Fr. Clement Krug, Fr. Karl Esker, and Fr. Ruskin Piedra

Dear Alumni of OLPH School, 

Lenten Greetings from OLPH! I trust you and your families are well. Both the 
parish and OLPH Catholic Academy are making our way through these truly 
extraordinary times, and both are open and active, as we follow the protocols 
for everyone’s safety and health. 

Pope Francis’ March intention is about the sacrament of reconciliation: “Let us 
pray that we may experience the sacrament of reconciliation with renewed 
depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God.” We celebrate the sacrament of 
reconciliation during Lent with those who will receive First Communion in the 
Spring and with the higher grades. 

I pray that your experience of the sacrament of reconciliation this Lent is fruitful 
and freeing. 

Blessings through the prayers of Mary, Our Mother of Perpetual Help.

Fr. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R.
Pastor
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The Board of Directors is currently working on several strategies to help 
continue the success of the school.  Our Marketing & Development 

Committee is enrolled in a program called the Model Catholic Academy 
guided by the Diocese that is helping us with Enrollment and Fundraising 

Campaigns.  

The annual tuition at OLPH Catholic Academy of Brooklyn is $5,100.   This 
rate is analogous to all other schools in the Diocese.   What is different in 

our community is that Sunset Park is an economically challenged area of 
Brooklyn.  Over 17% of the residents are below the poverty line.  This is 25% 

higher than the State of NY.   

We currently have 176 students enrolled in Pre-K through 8th Grade.  Due 
to the generosity of our Alumni and other supporters, we have been able to 
establish a Scholarship Fund.   OLPH Catholic Academy of Brooklyn will be 

offering 2021-2022 Academic Year Scholarships to newly registered 
students.  We will grant student scholarships for grades 1-6.  Award 

selection will be based on need and merit.   We hope this endeavor will 
boost enrollment.  Please pray for us and our success to boost enrollment.
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February 1, 2021 

Dear Alumni of Our Lady of Perpetual Help School:

As we look forward with hope and prayer in a new year, please know how much I appreciate 

your ongoing support of Catholic education at <school name>. I am happy to share with you 

that in recognition of the importance of the mission we hold dear, Bishop DiMarzio has 

deemed 2021 a Year of Renewal for Catholic Education in Brooklyn and Queens.  This 

special year was announced on the Feast of the Epiphany, a reminder to me of how grateful 

we are for each of you bearing gifts of a Catholic education for the children of God in 

Brooklyn and Queens.  Your gift ensures the continuation of our faith.  Thank you.

Our Year of Renewal for Catholic Education recognizes the real importance of Catholic 

schools and academies for the future faith of our children, and the future of our Church.  We 

know that Catholic school students are more likely to attend weekly Mass, receive their 

sacraments, enter into religious life, or to simply live their faith through charity and mission 

work. Throughout this pandemic, our Catholic schools and academies have been a source 

of strength for devastated communities. Teachers, families and students have joined 

together to help the afflicted and their families. Our Catholic school learning has been safe, 

consistent and strong in the face of so much adversity.  Our students and our schools 

continue to succeed.  Your gifts have helped support the even brighter beacon of hope that 

our Catholic schools and academies have been in our communities.

Among the primary focus areas during the Year of Renewal will be to manifest Catholic 

culture, promote and retain enrollment of students at our schools and academies and renew 

our focus on academic excellence. The advancement of some of these concepts will extend 

beyond our schools as well with an emphasis on helping our parish religious education 

programs grow and flourish. The hope is to engage all our parish and school communities in 

this process: Pastors, Principals, Teachers, Catechists, Staff, Parents, Students, Alumni, 

Diocesan Administration, Directors of Religious Education and of course our faithful donors 

and parishioners.

Our hope is to keep you fully involved in this Year of Renewal for Catholic Education.  We 

plan to share with you updates throughout this year.  In addition, we would love to hear from 

you and encourage you to share your stories of your journey through Catholic education. 

We welcome your feedback and insight on this initiative.  Please use the enclosed reply 

card or contact our Futures in Education office by calling (718) 965-7308 or email 

info@futuresineducation.org.  As always, we of course would love your prayers.  Thank you.

As I conclude, I remind you that Pope Francis has named this the Year of St. Joseph. I ask 

you to reflect on St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus. In many ways you play the same 

important role as he did, in being a spiritual guardian through your sponsorship of our 

students. Throughout this year, please pray often the prayer for the Year of Renewal that has 

been enclosed with this letter. Please know that you will be remembered in my prayers –

please remember me in yours.

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor Jamie J. Gigantiello

Vicar for Development
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Thank you all who generously donated to the 300 Club.  
We are so thrilled to have your support.  This support 
allows us the financial stability necessary to continue 

providing the best education to our students in a loving 
and spiritual environment. Stay connected with us on 

Facebook to see our most recent fundraising campaigns.  
If you’d like to make a donation online, please go to 
olphcab.org and click on DONATE.   God Bless You!!

I was quite surprised to hear that I had won the second prize in the OLPH 
300 Club.   I enjoy supporting the school but never thought I would win.   I 
have fond memories of the grammar school and all the sisters and 
teachers that taught me.  The Sisters of St. Joseph are the best.  I am not 
just saying that because my Aunt Rosalie was a nun with this 
congregation.  Her name was Sr. Rosalie Patricia Bartley.  She never served 
in the parish.  That did not matter though because she was my aunt, not 
Sr. Leo Gonzaga, her name at that time.  I received a great education that 
has helped me along the way.

My family on the Bartley side, my mother’s maiden name, goes way back 
to the founding of the school and church.  My great grandfather William S. 
Bartley has his name above the auditorium doors.  Both of my parents 
attended the school, as did aunts, uncles and my siblings.  I will continue 
to contribute to the school in honor and memory of my ancestors.  I thank 
the faculty and staff as well as the school board for all their efforts to keep 
our grammar school open to educate the students for their futures.  I 
implore all alumni to contribute as their means will allow to assist in 
keeping our school moving forward. 

By:  George Waters – Class of 1968
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Robert grew up on 59th Street.  In 1998, he married Catherine Gallagher 
from St. Anselm’s parish.  Robert and Catherine moved to Rockaway Beach 
in 2000 where they are raising their three children, Robbie (20), Bridget (18) 
and Shannon (14).  After working on Wall Street for 30 years, Robert is now 
a successful entrepreneur.  He the proud owner of a delivery service called 
Double R Deliveries.  The company specializes in delivery of Amazon 
packages in the South Brooklyn area.   Thanks Robert for getting us all of our 
deliveries in a timely manner.  You had great training from the Sisters of St. 
Joseph with regard to tardiness!

Robert Rose, Class of 1981 was one of our winners.  This year, his class 
will celebrate their 40th Anniversary of Graduation from our amazing 
school.  A few members of this class are in reunion discussions and with 
the blessings of God, COVID will be eradicated and these momentous 
occasions can be celebrated.

Left to Right: Martin Hoban – Class of 1980, Robert Rose –

Class of 1981, Jim Murphy – Class of 1981

Robert Rose – Class of 1980

Robert and some OLPH Friends!
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Attention, classes of 

1980 and 1981
Please join us in a reunion 

celebrating our 40th 

Anniversary!

Saturday, June 19, 2021

7 PM
The Leif Bar

6725-5th Avenue

Brooklyn

For more details, please contact:

Marty Hoban class of 1980 at (347) 203-4774 

bigfishmarty@yahoo.com

Robbie Rose class of 1981 at (347) 886-6154 

bigtime15@verizon.net
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1969-1970

Photo provided by James M. Connolly

Class of 1960

Kindergarten 
Class at the 

Parish Club on 
58th Street and 

6th Avenue

Photo provided 
by Joseph Sacco
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Sister Agnes Brennan

1967

5th Grade trip to

Bear Mountain

Photo provided by

Ben Fioriello

Class of 1984 First Grade
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Thomas Jeremiah Barrett of the St. John Neumann 
Residence, Stella Maris, Timonium, Maryland, died on 
February 15, 2021, at age 79.

Born in Brooklyn on January 6, 1942, to Thomas and 
Margaret (Corkery), he was baptized February 1, 1942 and 
confirmed November 17, 1952 at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in Brooklyn.

He attended the Redemptorist minor seminary of St. Mary’s 
College, North East, Pennsylvania from 1955 to 1961 and 
made his first profession on August 2, 1962 at St. Mary’s

Fr. Thomas Barrett, C.Ss.R. 

College, Ilchester, Maryland. He attended the major seminary for philosophy first at Mt. St. 
Alphonsus in Esopus, New York from 1962 to 1963, and then at St. Alphonsus College in 
Suffield, Connecticut from 1963 to 1964 before returning to Mt. St. Alphonsus Seminary for 
theological studies between 1964 and 1968.

He made his final profession on September 2, 1965 at Mt. St. Alphonsus and was ordained 
there on June 18, 1967.

In addition to obtaining his baccalaureate degrees, as well as a master’s degree in religious 
education, Father Barrett went on to further studies in sociology at Fordham University where 
he obtained an MA and Ph.D. His dissertation was on urban sociology and his doctorate was 
obtained in 1979.

While pursuing graduate studies, Father Barrett was assigned to the Redemptorist parish of 
Immaculate Conception in the Bronx from 1968 to 1970 and was later assigned to teach as a 
professor of sociology at St. Alphonsus College in Suffield between 1970 and 1984.

Between 1979 and 1981 he also conducted pastoral research as an affiliate of the Catholic 
Center of the Archdiocese of New York. He took on additional responsibilities when he became 
rector of the community at Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish in Manhattan between 1981 and 
1987.

He left academia and parish life for a new ministry as a retreat master at the Redemptorist’s 
Notre Dame Retreat House in Canandaigua, New York. He was rector there from July 1987 to 
July 1988. That summer he was assigned to Most Holy Redeemer, NYC (pro tem) and then 
became associate pastor of Our Lady of Fatima, Baltimore from 1990 to 1993. He took up a 
new post as a missionary at the Redemptorist parish of St. Gerard in Lima, Ohio from 1993 to 
2006, and conducted parish missions in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, and Pennsylvania.

It was while traveling to give a mission in Ohio in January 1995 that Father Barrett was in an 
automobile collision with a tractor-trailer that put him in intensive care. In August 2006, Fr. 
Barrett returned again to Notre Dame Retreat House in Canandaigua, NY. Since 2013, he had 
been battling lymphoma and other ailments and on April 14, 2014, he began a period of 
assisted care at the St. John Neumann Residence, Stella Maris, Timonium, NY.
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a Masters from St. Bonaventure. An excellent teacher, she always brought out the best in her students 
and was so sensitive to their needs for encouragement and support as they faced challenging situations 
in their personal lives. She helped them live one of her favourite mottos: “Smart people never put other 
people down.”

Edyth always saw the needs of others and quietly and surreptitiously met them. With family, it was 
getting the deck of the lake house fixed, in community it was widely known: ”Edyth will take care of it.”

Our congregation recognized Edyth’s many gifts which included her ability to build community and that 
is what she did as Assistant and Principal of Our Lady of Perpetual Help for thirteen years and then for 
ten years as Principal of Sacred Heart Academy. Always able to take the perspective of another, Edyth 
sensitively helped to reconcile differences and bring people together for the sake of the entire school 
community. Even after leaving full time ministry, Edyth empowered the young women at Bishop 
Kearney High School to produce the annual yearbook and went to great lengths to make sure it was 
done well.

Edyth did enjoy life with family time in Saratoga, loving her grandfather Sunny Jim and the racehorses. 
Family and friends know the story of Sunny Jim’s liniment, a liniment for horses that he viewed could 
heal anybody’s cuts or bruises. If you complained that it was meant for horses he confidently replied: “If 
it is good enough for a million dollar race horse, it is good enough for you. ”  It was a cure- all and I 
believe Edyth was viewed as a “cure-all” by all who knew her. Saratoga was also the place where Edyth 
cared for her brother the year after he suffered a stroke.

Edyth enjoyed literature and Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea was a favourite. The image of the 
wounded healer was an inspiration not to run from pain but to bear it in order to heal. Edyth 
experienced this in her own life struggling with cancer and awaiting healing. She savored that news of 
healing as she savored every moment in front of her. She recognized God’s hand in everything and truly 
lived with a grateful heart. God was truly with her in every moment of her life.

It is the season of Advent a time to be awake, alert to God’s presence in our lives as we wait in 
expectation to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Edyth’s practice for Advent was to spend quiet time with 
God. She never anticipated that this Advent she would enjoy the fullness of that presence with the 
mystery of God’s love unfolding. I am sure that she continues to take care of us as she wishes for us in 
the words of St. Paul “May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith and may you be rooted and 
grounded in love…..knowing the love of God that surpasses all knowledge, so that you may be filled with 
the fullness of God.

Sister Edyth Therese Fitzsimmons died on November 30, 2020 in the 71st year of her religious life.

In the opening ritual we just responded with a phrase from our 
congregation’s Vision Statement: a life that is simple, prayerful, 
courageous and compassionate. Truly that was Edyth’s vision for 
her life as a Sister of St. Joseph for seventy one years. Her deep 
spirituality enabled her to do whatever needed to be done 
selflessly, graciously and with great compassion.

Born to Mary and John, Edyth grew up in Brooklyn, attending St. 
Mark’s Parish School and St. Brendan’s High School. In those 
formative years, times together and love of horses created close 
family bonds as Edyth’s love for all of them grew.

After entering the , Edyth taught elementary grades and earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Social Studies from St. Joseph’s College and

Sister Edyth Therese Fitzsimmons, CSJ
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Joseph Timothy Freund of the Saint Alphonsus Villa Community, 
New Smyrna Beach, Florida, died on December 27, 2020, age 87.

Born December 22, 1933, in Manhattan, he was the son of Francis J. 
and Julia (Rein). He was baptized at St. Raphael’s in New York City, 
January 14, 1934 and educated at St. Jerome’s in the Bronx. He 
attended public school for junior and senior high school, plus night 
school for one year prior to graduation.

He attended St. Mary’s College Minor Seminary, North East, PA, 
from 1954 to 1960 and professed August 2, 1961 at St. Mary’s, 
Ilchester, Maryland, making final vows at Mt. St. Alphonsus 
Seminary, Esopus, New York, on September 2, 1964. He was 
ordained to the priesthood there on June 19, 1966.

Fr. Joseph Freund, C.Ss.R. 

The terocinium was made at Annapolis between 1967 and 1968. Father Freund’s first assignment was to 
the Vice-Province of Richmond’s Sacred Heart Church in New Smyrna Beach, Florida (1968-1969) and then 
to Sacred Heart in Griffin, Georgia (1969-1973), where he had charge of the mission parish of St. George in 
Newnan–a congregation that nearly doubled in size during his tenure.

He returned to St. Mary’s, North East, for a year-long assignment as vocation director (1973-1974). 
Between 1974 and 1976, he was assigned to Holy Redeemer College in Washington, DC, and was part of 
the Renewal team, which gave retreats, workshops, and missions. In August 1976 he was assigned to 
Boston’s Mission Church, where he was the prefect of the High School for a year. He returned to 
Washington and served as minister for Holy Redeemer College between 1977 and 1979.

In December 1979, Father Freund joined the Province of San Juan and labored first at Caguas (pro tem) and 
then briefly at Frederiksted in the US Virgin Islands. He returned to the Baltimore Province in November 
1980 and joined the community at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Bradford, Vermont (1980-1983), where he 
had charge of St. Eugene’s Chapel in Wells River and did group work with prisoners enrolled in Alcoholics 
Anonymous.

After a year at St. Joseph’s in Rochester, New York, he took up retreat work at St. Alphonsus Retreat House 
in Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania. He remained there until December 31, 1985, after which he began a long 
period serving in Baltimore, first at St. Wenceslaus (1986-1988) and then at Our Lady of Fatima (1988-
1995). Between February 1995 and August 1996, he was a retreat master at Notre Dame Retreat House in 
Canandaigua, New York, before returning again to Baltimore as associate pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus 
parish.

Father Freund was then part of the mission band, basing himself first at Mt. St. Alphonsus, Esopus, New 
York from June 2003 until the end of 2004, when he went back to the Caribbean for a brief assignment at 
Seelos House in Palmiste, Vieux Fort, on the Island of St. Lucia. He returned to the United States to continue 
to give missions, this time with his base at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, New York City (2005-2014).

Father Freund made one last international journey in the meantime. In June 2007, at age 73, Father Freund 
responded to a call to preach parish missions in South Africa, where he remained until the end of the year. 
During this period he wrote to his confreres about delightful (and not so delightful) encounters with Cape 
Cobras and monkeys, crocodiles and elephants, Emperor Dragonflies and zebras. He had the gift of the 
poetic, as when he recalled “a herd of Springbok grazed and moved like pretty ballerinas in a slow motion 
dance.”

Owing to health needs, his final assignments were to Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Brooklyn, NY (2014-2019), 
then, from April 1 to November  2019, at the St. John Neumann Residence at Stella Maris, Timonium, 
Maryland, and November 9, 2019 to St. Alphonsus Villa in New Smyrna Beach until his death.
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Cyrus Joseph 

Goldhair
Cy Goldhair died peacefully on 
January 4,2021.  He was a beloved 
husband, father, grandfather and 
father-in-law.

Cy loved to tell stories of growing up 
on the streets of Brooklyn.  Although 
Cy is a not a graduate of OLPH, his 
roots run deep at the school and the 
parish.

Cy was a dedicated member of the OLPH Cadet Core for 15 years.    He 
married the love of his life, Maureen Magee, Class of 1963.   Cy and 
Maureen started their family in Brooklyn.  They entrusted OLPH for 
educating their four children , Krista (Class of 1984), Kari (Class of 1985), 
Keith (Class of 1987) and Kristopher.  We bid farewell to the Goldhair family 
in 1988 when they moved to sunny Arizona where they continued to grow 
their family.

Cy leaves behind his loving wife of 52 years, four children, seven 
grandchildren, two dogs and a bunch of guys at the OTB, who are likely to 
be just as heartbroken as the rest of us.

Eternal rest grant unto Fr. Thomas Barrett, C.Ss.R., 

Sister Edyth Therese Fitzsimmons, CSJ, 

Fr. Joseph, Fruend, C.Ss.R.,

and Cyrus Joseph Goldhair 

O Lord and

let perpetual light shine

upon them.  

May they rest in peace.
For picture/article submissions or for any questions/comments, please contact:

Mary Beth Brolly, Email address:  (mary@olphcab.org)


